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FOOTBALL :

Football, along  with
other sports and cultural
activities, encompasses fun-
damental values in our young
people, and helps bring chil-
dren to their full development.
They learn to enjoy themselves in
a safe and friendly environment
whilst at the same time absorbing
the basic rules of life: fighting spirit,
discipline, respect for others, loyalty,
solidarity, humility...These physi-
cal, moral, and social val-
ues help build a
balanced character
and serve as valu-
able assets all

through their lives.
There is no doubt
that football  has
grown into an activity of
public importance. Today,
more than 422,000 individuals are
affiliated to the Royal Belgian
Football ~ Association  (RBFA),
among them 250,000 young-
sters. The RBFA surely repre-
sents the biggest youth
movement, the biggest
social movement, and the
biggest sports federa-

tion in the country!




RBFA: football ... Fun

The RBFA represents every club in the Kingdom. Founded in 1895, it has
the status of a non-profit-organisation. It has no fewer than 2000 active
clubs on its register and organises over 300,000 games a year.

Football is by far the most popular sport in Belgium. That Belgians love the
game is demonstrated by the way they pack the terraces in the many sta-
diums across the country, week in, week out. The highest TV audiences are
recorded during broadcasts of games involving the national team, known
to everyone in Belgium as the ‘Red Devils’. There is a well-established foot-
ball tradition in Belgium and it is natural that the country should have an
important role in the modern game. After all, the RBFA was a co-founder
of both FIFA (1904) and UEFA (1954).

Belgian football and the Red Devils have become genuine ambassadors
for our country. They symbolise our nation’s know-how and achieve-
ments. When it comes to major international competitions, it is not just
the hundreds of thousands of RBFA members who support the Devils but
millions of men women and children across the entire population.

A well structured Association

The RBFA is registered as a non-profit organisation, managed by an
Executive Committee led by a Federal President.

The Association exercises powers under three headings: Executive,
Policy and Discipline & Regulatory Affairs which are administered by
various committees and commissions.

Responsibility for day-to-day management rests with a Management
Committee headed by the Federal President and including the General
Secretary charge of Central Management- the Chief Treasurer acting
for the Finance nt, and finally the National Technical Director
responsibl / Sports matters. v
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Communication: Fe RBFA, dubs, affilicted
members and aupporters. . .l writed]

Our first and foremost concerns are, and will remain, the clubs and our affil-
iated members (managers, players, referees, coaches...). Together they pro-
vide our central mandate as a sports organisation: to promote the game
and those who play it.

The Association is obviously anxious to continually improve
communication with its clubs. At the present time we have
a number of communication tools at our disposal: an offi-
cial journal La Vie Sportive -‘The Sporting Life’; a federal
chronicle and more modern means of communication such as
the RBFA website www.footbel.com. This site contains a wealth of
information including fixtures, match-results and team-rankings
in the various competitions as well as event programmes, news
from the clubs and updates on upcoming competitions.

Day-to-day communication is facilitated by an extranet system,
by using a password, through which clubs and affiliated mem-
bers can access information on the Association’s database. In

the near future, interactive communication between clubs and

the Association will be accomplished.

Of no less importance is the need to keep the general public
well informed; towards this end the Association utilizes both
its website and also mounts numerous media campaigns on
themes such as fairplay, refereeing and indeed Belgian foot-
ball itself...

The communication department is also responsible for keep-
ing such interested parties as coaches, referees and sponsors
informed and up-to-date.

Communication with coaches is channelled specifically through
the Federal Coaching School and the RBFA’s regular informa-
tion magazine, Dug-Out. A website dedicated to refereeing can
be accessed via the Association’s main site. Finally, a quarterly
publication, Team@Work provides concise updates and other
briefings both on RBFA activities and those of our sponsors.

Discipline & Regulation:

Responsibility in the areas of discipline and the supervision of the
Association’s rules and regulations, rests with a Federal Disciplinary
Authority comprised of a President and 8 members.

With regard to the Association’s core sporting activities, the Authority is
charged (among other duties) with investigating allegations of match rigging, dop-
ing, and the deliberate disruption of league and other fixtures.



Alongside these duties it also has an investigative role in cases where
club property is transferred in circumstances of financial difficulty and
is also in charge of licensing professional clubs.

In regards to discipline, the Authority acts directly to seek the resolu-
tion of minor issues involving professional clubs and players. As far as
all other disciplinary matters are concerned, it has powers to recom-
mend sanctions to the competent authorities within the Association.

The Federal Disciplinary Authority has the right to lodge appeals
against decisions and to call for a general review of specific cases,
where such action is considered appropriate. It may act on its own ini-
tiative, or under the instructions of the Executive or the Secretary
General.

All legal matters concerning the Association are handled by its Legal
» Department, which is also responsible for international affairs.

-\ Admws@ g Clubs & Affiliated Members

This service administers all details regarding membership of the
Association and also supervises:
* player transfers both within Belgium and internationally
y . * releases from contract, loaning of players etc
¢ j * signing of contracts
* drafting of licences for professional players from outside the EU

WGBSR fy Fund (FSP)

Created in 1967 the FSF is unique in Belgian sport. It manages a
common fund paid into by clubs and affiliated members whose pur-
pose is to help meet the costs faced by those injured in sports acci-
dents. Some 33,000 cases are dealt with each season.

Sligell” Treasury

Headed by the General Treasurer, this department is responsible
for managing the Association’s finances and providing its accoun-
tancy needs, including:

* collecting and keeping account of all the Association’s revenues
* paying and keeping account of funds owed by the Association

* issuing bills and keeping account of payments

* handling all other accountancy matters.

The department is also in charge of all aspects of ticketing for

. \ games involving the Red Devils.

W\l CTo=1gs Department

Since the 2001-02 season, all clubs in divisions 1 and 2 of the nation-
al league must hold a licence which entitles them to take part in offi-
cial competitions. Hence the creation of this department, consisting of



the manager - whose duties involve accountancy, auditing and regulatory issues - and 2
assistants. The department supervises licensed clubs to ensure they comply with the
conditions attached to the granting of the licence and fulfil whatever obligations
they may have regarding rrecovery - or debt - repayment packages entered into
with creditors in compliance with licence requirements.

Sponsors and Marketing

Over many years, our sponsors have organised major publicity cam-
paigns around the national team. Today the RBFA has 14 Main
Sponsors committed to supporting Belgian football. The
Association also enjoys the support of numerous other partners,
whether as service providers or financial backers.

The “Albert Roosens”
Technical Centre: ’ﬂmwm ‘

The centre was created in 1995, on the occasion of the .
Association’s centenary.

It has 4 main objectives:

* Organising and supervising training, coaching courses
and matches for all our national selections

* Promoting the game

* Scouting new talent at regional and national level

* Running a new Federal Coach Training School offering
training and retraining courses, symposia etc.

A medical team is responsible for looking after referees and
assistant referees as well as players in the national squad. It
is based in the Catholic University of Leuven.

The Federal Coach Training School:
to be Lethen Tomorrow

The RBFA trains experts capable of promoting and developing play-
ers, both as individuals and as team members, from across the
entire spectrum of Belgian football.

Over 1,000 keen students qualify for a diploma every year. Our school’s
goal is to provide clubs with technical experts equipped with the latest
coaching and training methods.

Always anxious to improve the quality of our play, and our players, and also
to make ourselves as competitive as possible compared to other nations, our
Association has taken all the steps necessary to ensure we meet UEFA require-
ments, which set the standard for training courses organised in all fifty-two mem-
ber countries. In accordance to this, we organise three specific, complementary
courses, which build upon each other and lead to the following qualifications: UEFA-A:
Youth Coach, UEFA-B: Coach and UEFA-PRO: Professional Coach.



Refereeing

Since September 1999, the Federal Coach Training School has had
the honour of being able to award diplomas recognised by UEFA, the
highest authority in European football, which means that those hold-
ing these diplomas may offer their services in fifty-two countries.

Fain-Play Finst]

Safety
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Referees play a crucial role in football. They embody the sporting
spirit and carry out a function that deserves to be admired. With-
out them, football would cease to exist!

The Central Referees Commission and the different Provincial Ref-
erees Committees have under their authority some 7000 referees
under their authority, who are in charge of over 300,000 fixtures per
season! The development of refereeing ranks among the Associa-
tion’s priorities, and it has taken new measures to improve both the
training and professional standing of referees in our country.
These initiatives have shown positive results; a large number
of new referees have been appointed and the skilled per-
formance of our international referees is becoming more and more
recognized.

Promoting football is not the RBFA’s only statutory purpose. As
one aspect of its broader - and highly significant - social role, it
shares the task of ensuring public safety, in collaboration with
other interested parties. The Association coordinates the clubs in
meeting their safety obligations under the law. It acts as a con-
sultant, a key contact, and as a intermediary for information for
both the clubs and the authorities. Finally, it provides training for
safety personnel - stewards, chief stewards, club safety offi-
cers...because the interests of safety can never be seryad by ama-
teurism, incompetence or improvisation.



Economic & Cultural Events

The Association organises numerous economic and cultural events, throughout
the year.

National Competitions
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At present there are 4 divisions at national level:

* First Division, the “Jupiler League” with 18 clubs

* Second Division, also comprising 18 clubs

* Third Division, consisting of 2 sub-divisions with each 16 clubs
* The “Promotion” division comprising 4 groups with each 16 clubs
At provincial level, competitions are similarly split into 4 divi-
sions. They are supervised by the provincial authorities.
Women’s and under-age teams also exist at both national
and provincial level.

The under-age categories are:

* “Little Devils” (>6)

* Junior 1 (8-10)

* Junior 2 (10-12)

* Junior 3 (12-14)

* Junior 4 (14-16)

 UEFA Juniors (16-18)

The annual Belgian Cup competition is open to every club
in the Kingdom.

Restructuring Under Way...

In order to take account of changing circumstances, a restruc-
turing of the league is currently envisaged. The continuing
development of professional football is assured.

Women’s Football

#md MMM {or weryone. . .

In the USA, the most popular sport among women is not tennis or
swimming or athletics, but football! In The Netherlands too, football
ranks as women'’s favourite team sport and it seems that Belgium is
showing the same trend. The Association became aware of a growing
interest in football, on the part of women, back in the late 1960’s. Since
then, interest has continued to grow and women’s teams from
Belgium have competed regularly in international tourna-

ments as well as competitions at both European and World

level. Over the past ten years, there has been a continual

increase in the number of affiliations.



Indoor Football / Futsal

A dacipline in s own mf 1
Today, some 830 clubs, competing within
their own league as well as in tournaments

and international competitions, are
registered with the Association.

The ‘Action 21’ club from Charleroi put in

some first-rate performances in coming in
runner-up in the UEFA Futsal Cup in
2002 and 2003.

The national futsal team competes
regularly in European and World
championships.

Belgium's Ewnopen hrofeier

In the forty years” existence of the various European competitions,
Belgian teams have reached a final, on eleven occasions. Three titles
have been won by R.S.C Anderlecht (1976: RSCA- West Ham: 4-2, 1978:
' RSCA-Austria Viennes: 4-0, 1983: RSCA-Benfica: 1-0, 1-1) and ane by KV
Mechelen (1988: KVM-Ajax:1-0). '




EURO 2000
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Belgium had the honour of organising this tournament

in collaboration with the Dutch FA, the first time that the
organisation of such an event has been entrusted to two
countries. It proved to be an exemplary experience for the
whole sporting world. Not only did we witness f outstanding
quality, but for the first time in history the tournament made a w
profit. J

Following Euro 2000, the Association decided that the profits it
generated would be invested in improving the standard of
youth coaching in Belgium. A new youth plan, known as
‘Futurofoot’ was drawn up. This project aims to achieve
significant advances, both in terms of facilities and in the
quality of the coaching offered.

In effect, the success of Euro 2000 means that we are now
in a position to pursue an ambitious plan creating a signif-
icant number of Technical and Coaching Centres
at provincial, regional and national levels.

At the same time, a complete restructuring of our compe-
titions is planned, to ensure that they correspond more
closely with the needs of young players. Greater profes-
sionalism in preparing our national youth teams, along-
side the development of Football Academies for our young
elite players, will complete the process of training the most
talented players.

The Association has drafted a Youth Action Plan with
a number of specific objectives:

* Effective talent-scouting

* Guiding talented youngsters to the top levels in profession-
al football, through high quality coaching at club level

* Improving the overall quality of youth coaching at club level

* Improving coach training programmes

* Objectifying youth training standards at club
level by means of a labelling system

And finally, the Youth Action Plan has
its part to play in enhancing the role of
football as a force for good in society
at large.



Promoting youth and other

Promoting youth:

Our youth are the future! The Association takes every
possible initiative to encourage young people
towards sport in general, and towards football in par-
ticular.

As well as promoting physical development, football
also plays a role at the social and educational levels.
In line with this, the Association has launched a num-
ber of campaigns and projects, each of which makes a
solid contribution to our youth policy as a whole.

Beach Football gives youngsters on summer vaca-
tion the chance to enjoy this informal version of the
game. Matches are organised on most of the major
beaches along the Belgian coast. Other sports, seeing
the success of this initiative, have followed suit.

Based on work done in collaboration with a number of
universities, our QIKFoot programme aims at
achieving Total Quality in youth coaching. Its objective
is to help clubs in the top two divisions to better iden-
tify their strengths and their weaknesses in order to
improve the quality of their youth coaching to its high-
est potential.

Social Action:

Numerous initiatives have been undertaken such as
those opposing violence and drug and alcohol abuse.
Similar actions to promote fair play are organised on
a regular basis around the country.

The RBFA’'s Social Charter has been
drawn up with the help
of:

* United Colours of
Sport  Foundation
(Stichting ~ Samen
Kleurrijk Sporten),

* Centre for Equality of
Opportunity

* Fight Against Racism.

All Belgium’s national
teams are committed to

social action &8

respecting the charter which unequivocally forbids all
forms of discrimination on grounds of gender, race,
nationality, religion or disability.

Neighbourhood Football

This project, designed with large urban areas in mind,
emphasises the social aspect of the game. It has been
redaunched with the aim of engaging local coordinat-
ing groups to take it forward.

Project Meridian gathers together Europe’s
national football associations around the goal of pro-
viding advice and support to their partnering associa-
tions in Africa. Within this framework, the RBFA has
established partnerships with the national associations
of Burundi, Rwanda and the Republic of Congo.

Since 2003, the European Year of People with
Disabilities, the Association has taken part in the 90
Minutes of Happiness project, whose objective
is to provide the best possible conditions in our football
stadiums for persons with a disability who wish to
attend games.

Finally, the Association, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Justice, helps run the Football in Penal
Institutions Programme which aims at improv-
ing prisoners’ quality of life. & e o o
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The Red Devils
Our MW%MWM

Through the Red Devils, Belgium has earned for itself a public image which
is recognised and admired all over the world. They are indeed our best
ambassadors abroad!

Our national side regularly distinguishes itself on the international
stage. In fact, the Red Devils have reached the World Cup finals on
eleven occasions, six of them - the last in South Korea and Japan in
2002 - in succession, a unique achievement in world football. Their
performance against Brazil in the quarter finals in 2002 was gen-
uinely memorable.

But there is no doubt that their best ever performance was in the
1986 finals in Mexico, where, after a history-making passage
through the various rounds, they went down 2-0 to Argentina in
the semiinal.

Closer to home, Belgium achieved its best ever finish in the
European Nations Cup when it was narrowly beaten by Ger-
many (2-1) in the 1980 final.

“Becion Diallos Rj o1 - (dna Hogan”

Moved by the levels of poverty they witnessed in Mexico dur-
ing the 1986 World Cup, the Red Devils decided to donate
part of their match fees in aid to underprivileged children.

Since then, a number of other charitable undertakings have
built significantly on this initiative. With a view to
increasing the amount of aid given, the RBFA won
the backing of 26 companies, and as many private
individuals, who came in as sponsors for the “Casa Hogar”,
which aims to provide local libraries in disadvantaged areas. In
1993 FIFA honoured the Association for this humanitarian action
awarding it the “Fair-Play” prize for 1992. On October 15* 1997,
Michel D’Hooghe, Honorary President of the RBFA, received the
Order of the Aztec Eagle - the highest honour bestowed by Mexico on
a foreign citizen - from Mexico’s ambassador to Belgium, in recogni-
tion of the work done in Toluca in the previous 10 years.

Today a number of libraries have been opened and are utilized by the pub-

lic as centres for a variety of different activities and events. The ultimate
goal is to build some ten libraries in the poor neighbourhoods around the
industrial city of Toluca - neighbourhoods which lack basic amenities such as
electricity, running water and sewage disposal. This transatlantic campaign owes
its existence to football and perfectly illustrates how the game can play an impor-
tant social role.



—The first dub founded in Blgumwas Royd Aniwerp, in 1880

—The RBFA was founded in 1895 ot the instigetion of Lavis
Mihinghas

— Bgium and Sineden were the first countries to aredte a nationd
leage: FC Liege wos Bdgiumis first Chanrpion in 11896; seven tears
campeted

— Stondord Liege beoanre the first professiand dubin 1958

—RSC Anderledt hdds the nost leagre titles

— It hos diso canrpeted nore thon any aother dub ot Brgpeon lewd,
and hos won three ELropeon titles (1976, /78, ’83)

—Jon Ceuenrs is Belgiumi's most aopped interationd player (99
gaes, 96 oops)

—Top soarers far the Red Devils Voarhof and Ven Hinrst (30 godis)
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—The name Red Devils waos first used in 1906 by joundlist Herre
WHdéers in La Vie Spartive (‘The Sparting Life’), fdlowing a
memoroble vicory over The Netherlands.

— Highest ever soore: Red Devils 10, Son Mrino 1 (2001)

— Country most dften dayed agrinst: The Netherlands

— Bdgiunisfirst dfidd intemationd motch wos aginst France in
1904

— Belgiunri's 600th notch wos dlso agrinst Franoe, in Rais Mby 18th,
2002. It was a vidary far the Red Devils, 211,
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